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Ttalians plan

to see Libya
once

again

The Assoclated Press | -

RDME; 'Wééks ifter the Libyahleéden

Muammar el-Qaddafi, said Italians ex-.

. pelléd from the North African country

. 1n 1970 were welcome back, 2 first group
is preparing to return for brief visits.

. ‘1 am very glad that the circle is fi-
nally closing,” Giovanna Ortu, one of
seven Italians going back next month,
said Tharsday, = - ' '~ i

“It makes.me forget all

‘gone through in the past years,” -

- All of Libya's Italians — aboyt 26,000

-people —were expelled from the North

W —

the palnTve

- Muammat el-Qaddafi, rigit, and Prime Misister Siio Beop i during
‘meetingin whichi they discussed allowing the Italians

' Yousef akAjely/The Associated Prass .
arecent
expelled from Libya to visit.

970, a year atu d
+ deporta-

"Qaddafi seized power. The
tions were meant to punish Italy, which
had ruled Libya from 191 to 941, -

The Nov. 1-4 visit will help resolve a
longstanding issue that has tainted oth-
erwise good Italian-Libyan relations, It
was part of broader efforts by Qaddafito
end decades of internationa] isolation, °
. Earlier this month, after another ma-
jor turn hy'.l.b'goli, a delegation of Itali-
2n Jews visited Libya for talks on possi-
ble compensation. About 6,000 Libyan
Jews were expelled in an anti-Jewish

‘backlash after Israel’s victory in the
1967 Middle East war, . .. -
* Ortu, 65, a native of Tripoli who was 31
when she was forced to leave, heads an
association of Italians expelled  fr
Libya that includes about 2,500 families,

Another of the seven
told the Italian newspaper Corriere
della Sera that he would like to return to
the places he knew from chﬂdhpod. es-
pecially Libya's beaches, ..

expected visit- the talks
o

gest trading partner,

“Duritig summer we vmuld be an-ya-'

- cation for four full months,” he remin-

isced, “Those were carefree moments

- with" our ‘moms, as our fathers were

ik
by

... Only a few of the Italians who were
furtc'?:;:_éd toleave have been allowed back
inthe past30 years, some receiving spe-
cial permission -or invitations’ from

. Libyan authorities, said Ortu, who re-

tunedherselfin 2002. . . -
But the November trip will be the

first one after Qaddafi opened the

doors to all former Italian br;sidents.
Minister Silvig Berlusconi uring talks

with Qaddafi in Libya on Oct, 7,
.~ "I call on the Libyan people to allow
theltﬂhnswhowuebdminlibyato
Visit it once again,” Qaddafi said after
Italy has maintained good relations
with its former colony, and Berlusconi
has visited Qaddafi times in the
fwo years. Ttaly js also Libya's

‘has been done for

_-Rome Bas successfully lobbied the
European Union to ease off an arms
embargo on Libya, enabling the country

- to buy high-tech equipment to combat

the flow of illegal migrants from Libyan
shores into Europe.

- While some Italians, like Ortu's fa-

ther, moved to Libya in the early-to-mid

-1910s, tens of thousands went there in: |

the 19305, during the rule of Fascist dic- «
tator Benito- Mussolini- They took i
charge of .road construction, power
plants and other publicworks, .« = . |
Ortu expressed regret that nothing:
the compensation of |
seized assets, which she said were :
g(r}th m:jﬁi Enﬂtﬂbé'niun lire, or gbout :
illion, at the time, ing to .
conservative estimates, :wcordmg
She also noted that the doors have re- .
opened too late for whowereborn -
mdhedpartoftheirhvesi;l._ibn :
e 50 e P AT
are many who :
know the
drop of many of

country that was the back.




