His Highness Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-Presidan.
elite authors who are taking part in the Emirates Airline Festival of Litz 1
poet Yang Lian who recited in Cantonese language Shaikh Mohammed's poen: Yo £

views with Nigerian poet Wole Soyinka and travel writer Michac! Palin. Sha'l Mo hapune
Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of :

MEETING OF GREAT MINDS

L X 8

T

launched on Thursday a $20 bil-
lion aid package for Bahrain and
Oman.

The job-generating measure,

8 | which will give $10 billion to each

Al Maktoum, Chairman of the Dubai Culture and Arts Authority. — Wani:

Gaddafi ”—..Alv-.ﬁ@ﬁ g

RASLANUF (LIBYA) —Libyantanks | try on Thursday to recognise the

fired on rebel positions in the oil
port of Ras Lanuf and warplanes
hitanother oilhub furthereaston
Thursday as Muammar Gaddafi
carried counter-attacks deeper
into the insurgent heartland.
State television said in late af-
ternoon that the army had driven
rebels out of Ras Lanuf. The insur-
gents denied it, but said govern-
ment forces were heavily bom-
barding it and thrusting well into
the Mediterranean coastal town.
The rebels took an important
step towards international legiti-
macy when France recognised
their national council. France
became the first significant coun-

rebel Libyan National Council
as the legitimate representative
of the Libyan people. An aide to
President Nicolas Sarkozy said
an ambassador would goto Beng
hazi and a Libyan envoy would be
received in Paris.

Britain’s Foreign Office sug-
gested it could make the same
opening as France, saying Libyan
National Council members were
“valid interlocutors” and Gaddafi
should step down now.

US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton said she would meet
Libyan opposition figures in the
United States and during a tripto
Egypt and Tunisia, Libya's neigh-

P
il

and the EU discussed what mea-
sures they might take, the US
director of national intelligence
forecast that a well-equipped
Gaddafi would prevail over the
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i Mohainmed also exchanged
¢ was accomypanied by Shaikh
ubal, and £ 1 Vigift! bin: fichvam med bin Rashid
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rebels in the end.

European Union foreign min-  At-ANJAcos
isters could not agree at their i IO [OmOETow,
Brussels meeting over whether KhalegTimes

the 27-member bloc as a whole

should recognise the anti-Gadd- about the looming
afi movement, although they did w refugee crisisonthe
decide to tighten punitive sanc- |  Libyanbordersandthe |
tions on Gaddafi’s government. | intematonal effortsto

In Geneva, the Intermational
Committee of the Red Cross said
R»TURN TO PAGE 23

»SEE ALSO PAGE 4 ____._______________=_===______:E__m:__ _

Morocco and

Yemen vow
reforms

sanas — Yemen President Ali Abdullah
Saleh on Thursday pledged to devolve
power 1o parliament even though it
was swiftly rejected as too late by the
opposition. And in Morocco, King Mo-
hammed promised a sweeping consti-

NEw YorK — Facebook not only made
household names out of its founders
thanks to the movie “The Social Net-
work” — it has also minted the Jarest
crop of the richest people on the planet,
Six of the founders and inv

'estors be-

Read the wall: Facebook|
'men are billionaires

MySpace in popularity. Facebook has |
about 600 million :3“ and is a threx
10 more established big web businesses
suchas Googleand Yahooforusers’ time |
and advertising dollars,

The private Silicon Valley Company

will biing youreports #

_ avoid a catastrophe

country to upgrade their housing
and infrastructure over 10 years,
was Ngf.n the WHG .Wm.._.—wg o WHM
billion indicated by officials dur-
ing discussions earlier this week.

Foreign ministers from the six-
nation Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC), which comprises Bah-
rain, Oman, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emir-
ates, announced the measures
after a three-hour meeting in the
Saudi capiral.

Youths across the Arab world
have complained about high un-
employment and limited eco-
| nomic prospects, forcing many
governments in the region to
come up with incentives,

“Webelieve thisisanambitious
programme and it also shows
strong support from the GCC,”

| UAE Foreign Minister Shaikh Ab-

e =1 | dullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan told

reporters.

| Shaikh Abdullah chaired a
closed ministerial meeting of the
GCC foreign ministers.

The meeting discussed a num-
ber of Gulf, regional and interna-
tional issues, especially the lat-
est events in Libya, and the need
to take necessary procedures to

| | protect civilians there,

The GCC countries are form-
ing a committee 1o decide on the
necessary mechanisms for the
aid programme, the foreign min-
isters said in a statement, and will
meet next in two weeks.

The Arab world has been shak-

RIYADH — Gulf Arab states

% w__m GCC aid to create jobs, upgrade infrastructure

. BUSINESS AS USUAL FOR UAE BANKS
ABU DHABI — The UAE Central Bank Governor said on Thursday
that no unusual movements in bank operations, either withdraw- |
als or transfers, have been noticed in the country during the past |
months in the light of the developments witnessed in the :
i&m&gzngagﬁawﬁﬁngnlﬁmiﬁﬁ "

any migratory assets, § OT 2CCOUNts ArTiVINg .
country in accordance with international laws combating money-
laundering and terrorism financingifitis asked to do so. ¢

Speakingtothe Pressafter the s2nd meeting of the Committee of

Governors of Central Banks and Monetary Agencies in the Gulf Co-
operation Council, Suwaidi also said that the UAEwill continue to

pegits currencyto US Dollar, The

the Gulf Monetary Union

ﬁ..
e

far, the governor said. The UAE Kad pulled our of the long-planned '
projectearlierinMay2009.—Wam  » FULL REPORT ON BUSINESS

en by a series of popular protests

this year, that started in Tunisia
and have recently spread to some
Guif countries.

Bahrain has witnessed dem-
onstrations recently. “Dear Bah-
raini ... messages of unity, broth-
erhood and social harmony are
our most powerful weapons to
fight sectarian strife,” Bahrain’s
Shaikh Khaled bin Ahmed Al
Khalifa said on Twitter as he an-
nounced the aid package.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE are
planning to spend billions of dol-
lars to improve the living stan-
dards of their citizens.

“This is a huge commitment by
GCC countries to support Bah-
rain and Oman,” said John Sfa-
kianakis, the chief economist of
Banque Saudi Fransi, “It will be
an enormous confidence booster
for the entire GCC. It shows it
has the capacity and willingness
tohelp its members,” he added.

Meanwhile, Bahrain’s par-

liament wamed on Thursday
against continued protests near
government ministrics, calling
rallies illegal. Several members
of Bahrain’s 40-seat parliament
on Thursday noted an increasing
number of “unauthorised gather-
ings” in the capital of Manama.
They demanded protesters
comply with laws that require
permission from the state’s secu-
rity agency to hold public rallies,
Bahrain’s main opposition
group on Thursday called for the
cancellation of a protest march on
the royal palace scheduled for Fri-
day, to avoid an escalation in sec-
tarian tension in the kingdom.
Oppositionleaderssaidthe plan
to march on the palace in the area
of the capital risked provoking
clashes.“Wesaidthisissomething
(that) will increase the sectarian
issues here in Bahrain, and we are
against this,” said Ali Al Aswad,
one of 18 Islamic National Accord
Association MPs,— AFP, AP

hind the hot Internet sta
tutional reform, including real powers i
for a popularly elected prime minister

instead of aroyal intee,aswell asa nets Russian investment firm Digita)
?«&:&&ﬁﬁa 2ppo oW 15 the Toster. Th Sky Technologies, suggesting it coulq

Speaking to tens of thousands of | join a list of others made [ be worth $50 billion ang
people at a stadium in the Sanaa, Saleh | wealthy by the | gold sctting off a feeding frenzy
promised to hold a referendum on a | rush on the Interner yn. among investors. ;
new constitution Jater this year. derscoring the extent of Other names familiar i

“Iproposeanew initiative toavoid se- | the resurgence in 5 sector tech, media and Internet cjy.
dition,” he announced in the nationally | left for dead at the purn of cles make an appearance op
televised address. the millennium, the Forbes list.

Within an hour of the announce- | Facebook co-founder Google founders Sergey
ment, a spokesman for the main parlia- | and Chief Execurive Mark Brin and Larry Page borj,
mentary opposition group 52.."3 the Zuckerberg clocked in at W come in at No. 24 on th,
m_.oﬁu@n_ reforms as “to0 E.a. signal- | No. 52 with an estimared Forbes H_mﬂ. unchanged from a
ling political pnrestwillcontime. | worth of $13.5 billion, up Mark Zuckerber Y¢S LET though their for.
and conarcutes the lat breath of ne | 1o 212 and 84 billon in 7§ tuneshaveincreased o $19,g
o et ) Bﬂaao». M_E 2010. Co-founders Dustin Moskovirz each. | billion each from $17.5 billioy,
mand an end 10, ovvo.wna_.. 5S¢~ | the youngest billionaire on the Forbes the ug_gwowgr_.asﬁm:gan
man Mohammad Al Seprisaig, """ | lst a¢ 26, Eduardo Saverin, and inves. wig T Searchengine Baid, s listeq

In King Mo tors Sean Parker and Russian Yuri Mil. an estimated wealth of 89,4 billiop,
innunzsu&ogo. hammed on | nerare newto the ranks, Round; ack Ma, the founder of Alibaba.com —

y pledged to draw up a new | Forbes’ “Facebook m_asw_ﬁwﬁo_.:mosn Site similar to eBay for businesses’ trans.
il Sﬂ?ﬂmﬁﬁm:&&. w0 | Thiel, who has moved down o 833 o, *Lo"S —isworth $16billion. Digital
tional gﬂsggﬂ”ﬁnoﬁﬁﬂﬂ—- w.um.nna_u.—un_ﬂﬂ.ﬁmugﬂ_&wi&s“u 5 wru. ‘__..nn_._..._.—o_owmnm Chief Executive
underlining his “rm commitment 10 | oo »20illon. i bening Son .

. ina ¥ its own  landed on
%ﬁgmoﬁng. 2004, Paebook rockoert e OO 0 o oy il es it "

i seven uﬂﬂ.- M——mhn- -n._,ﬂ line gaﬂe—g wﬂ:ﬂﬂﬂ—nﬁ n: .—.—-« u.._.—._ﬂ_ holds Eﬂw in ﬂwva centre
Jor steps, ncluding | worlds No. 1 sau Wthe this pengariy of
the way the prim .~0. 1 social network, Beneration’s Internet leaders ip.
way € minister is chosen, surpassing jts quickly cluding social in
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Shrapnels fly through theair asa tank
?aaﬂﬂ“%wgqﬁéuanig oil town of Ras Lanuf on Thursday. — AFP

Rebels vow to fight on

Emboldened by French
recognition, the National
Council urges West to
impose ano-fly zone

BENGHAZI — Libyan rebels, buoyed
after France officially recognised their
Benghazi-based councilasrepresenting
the Libyan people, vowed on Thursday
o fight on against Muammar Gaddafi’s
rule, even without a no-fly zone.

Rebel leaders, along with fighters on
the front line battling Gaddafi forces
backed by tanks and warplanes, have
made an impassioned plea to Washing-
ton anditsallies toimpose ano-fly zone
to ground Libya's air force.

“If they implement a no-fly zone we
will ask for other things. Evenifthey do
not implement it, we will fight,” Iman
Bugaigis, a media officer with the rebel
February 17 Coalition, told reporters.
“There is no return for us. This nation
will not bear both of us, It is us or his
(Gaddafi's) family. After what hap-
pened in (the besieged western town
of) Zawiyah, how can we live with this
person?” she said.

France recognised the National Lib-
yan Council as the legitimate represen-
tative of Libya’s people on Thursday,
the first country to make the move.

There was celebratory gunfire and
cheering on the streets outside the
courthouse where the rebels are based
when news came of Paris” decision.
People in cars honked their horns.

The announcement came as NATO

T - ThreeBBCjournalists

, P : " LONDON — Three BBC journalists in  “Then he walked up to me put the
. . s . Libya were arrested, beaten and sub- nﬁﬁﬂwu«ﬁ-ﬂnﬁﬂ!g
3 L Aol . jectedtoamockexecution, leadingBrit-  twice, the bullets whiske -ﬂn ‘ear.
e r ~ in to condemn the act as more proof The soldiersjustlaughed,” Bﬂm&.
_ - of atrocities committed by Muammar  “Afterthe Incident one man
.~ Gaddafi’sregime. who spoke yelish .., ordered
. N Thethreewercarrested onMondayst  them to cut off our ‘Whenhe
N S acheckpoint 9.6km south of Zawiys, the EEE&%W!%
| BBCsaid, The three men were then tak- denlyall over, It was a charm offensive:
| entoamilitarybarracks in Tripoliwhere packets of cigarertes, tes, coffee, offer®
they “suffered repeated assaults” by of food,” he added, Koraltan admitted
B members of Libya’s army and secret po- v«ﬁ-gg‘.é%g
' * | licebeforebeing released 21 hours later. iuama__.uBE—EE&EnﬂuBDn?
All three have now left the country, daor the rebels,” he said. — AFP
' Eégﬁo&ﬂrnaﬂrgﬁ“ bt
[ m-. s on gu _...”... cﬂns.\._....\-v. o o
| Yees,” Feras Killani, one of the re- | an«r.«ﬁmu%

leased BBC Arabic reporters, told BBC o .
Middle East Editor uu__u.—o‘nw._u um“..ﬁ. memwﬁm
“Hefoundaplasticpipeontheground ~ LoNpon — Britis
and beat me with that, then one of the ﬂ.«niﬁ!&%
soldiersgavehimalongstick;"addedKil- * that one of its most c
: 8 lani,whoisof Palestinian descent. “After and a H—.uuﬂuﬁﬂ
S they finished beating me they taped the %ﬂﬂ working
mask on myhead with gaffer tape. rn_woun% in Libya. Abanl
“] think therc was something per- Iragi nat Ghaith
sonalagainstme, theyknewmeandthe  Ahad, who has beent _.ﬁauw
w sort of coverage Ihad beendoing,” Kil-  from western Libya for “Mm
lani said. “I think they monitored the giﬁnﬁ-g&ga% a
BBC and had an idea, be knew who we the daily through a third party v
were and whatwe were doing,” Sunday. Hewas onthe u:ﬂr:.ﬂﬁr
. Cobb-Smith told the BBC that the N»E?nsianacm@h capi
L -5 = three men were “lined up against the He was ﬂnﬁ___:W:g Andrei
- * . wall”before their mock execution. Netto of the Brazil ﬂ—uﬂﬂ”«%ﬂﬁ
e i e o el - .. - "1 ggﬁuuemﬂuﬂdﬁﬂgnw o_mwu&lﬁ&hg?-hno- Said
oo o s ; o Tl e T ey with @ small sub-machine gun,”  missing, The Guardian
shell explodes near Libyan rebel fighters defending their last position agninst Muammar Gaddafi’s loyalist he explained. “He put it to everyone’s ~ AFP

neck. I saw himand he screamed at me.

ognition, she said: “We have secureda
condemnarion from the Gulf statesand [
they urged the Arab League to callan  §
emergency meeting. This is whar they |
(National Libyan Council representa-
tives) did.

“They met the Swiss president, they
will meet tomorrow the EU (in Brus-
sels). We also have an advance delega-
tion with the British.”

Rebels were also considering what 1o

. do with Libya's oil. Ghanem Bashir, a
telecoms engineer who is a consultant
to the February 17th coalition, told re-
porters recognition by other countries
would clearly be important for market
ing Libya’s crude oil, much of which
comes from fields in the cast.

Asked how early first shipments
could be marketed directly to bypass
the state oil apparatus, he said: “We

Russia bans arms sales to Libya

moscow — Russiawill ban all weapons sales to Libya, the Kremlin saidina
statement on Thursday, effectively suspending its arms contracts with the
government of Muammar Gaddafi.

Anordersigned by President Dmitry Medvedev “bans the export from the
Russian Federation to Libya as well as the sale, delivery and transfer... of all
types of arms and related materials, including weapons and ammunition,
combat vehicles and military hardware”, it said. Russia, the world’s second-
largest arms exporter after the United States, was one of the main supplicrs
ofweaponsto Libya.

A senior Russian arms official said last week the unrest in Libya had cost
Moscow $4 billion in arms deals. The daily Kommersant cited a source Jast
week as saying Russia had $2 billion worth of arms contracts with Libya and
was close to concluding deals to sell military aircraft and anti-aircraft mis-
siles worthanother $1.8 billion, — Reuters

Women demand resignation of Muammar Gaddafi and a no-fiy zoneata
demonstration in Benghazi.— AP

and the European Union begin talks on  How can this be her perception?” asked

Thursday on a possible “no-fly” zone
over Libya after some of the fiercest
fighting of the three-week-old revolt.

Speaking at a news conference in
Libya’s second-biggest city where the
uprising started and where the rebels
are based, Bugnigis dismissed Gaddafi's
assertion that Al Qacda was behind the
uprising that is threatening his 41-year
rule,

“Gaddafi is hiring PR agents and con-
sultancies. For us everything is sponta
neous but we have right on our side,”
she said.

“If we are bearing arms, it is just to
defend ourselves. Everything he (Gad-
dafi) says about Al Qaeda is his propa-
ganda. Hillary Clinton said she was wor-
ried about Al Qaeda, of civil war, But it
is just us against this (Gaddafi) family.

Bugaigis.

She sought to distance the rebels
from being “extremist” and empha-
sised national unity despite staternents
by a son of Gaddafi that Libya's tribal
society would descend into civil war if
his father stepped down.

“Gaddafi tries all the time to stir con-
flicts between us ... We are a homog-
enous society, Our name is the Libyan
Republic, not the Libyan Arab Republic
because we have different ethnicities,”
Bugaigis said. -

She noted there was a range of tribes,
but said: “They are Libyans like us and
they were repressed like vs.”

On purchasing more weapons for
rebel fighters, she said: “Of course. All
optionsare on the table.”

Talking about diplomacy to gain rec-

want it as soon as possible ... Yes, with
recognition (of the national council) by
the French, British and other govern-
ments, we can doit.”

On which nations are being targeted
torecognise the council, he said: “Brit-
ain, Germany and Turkey. This is a
Mediterrancan problem. A disturbance
iffect the whole region. We try to
 the Mediterranean area peaceful
forall our neighbours.”

Bashir said: “The West is going to
drive us to do this (black marker oil
sales) but when things are back to nor-
mal, this will end ... If the West does
not provide support requested by the
N al Council, our people will try
)sell the oil under the table, on the
vlack market, just as Gaddafi is doing.”

No-fly zone may have limited impact: US

wAsHINGTON — US President Ba-
rack Obama’s top national security
aides emerged from private talks with
a growing sense that imposing a no-fly
zone over Libya would have a “limited
impact” on halting the kind of violence
raging in the North African nation, se-
nior administration officials said,

That position, sure to shape the in-
ternational debate about porential
military intervention in Libya, came
as Obama’s principal security aides
reviewed potential recommendations
for the president during a White House
Situation Room meeting.

The officials underscored that the
creation of a no-fly zone over Libyan
airspace was not off the table from
the US perspective if the facts on the
ground were to change, chiefly Muam-
mar Gaddafi's forces use of air power
toartack the rebels threatening his grip
on power,

The administration maintains that
v_E._H..:._._w for such intervention should
continue and that the no-fly zone also
remainsin consideration as a waytoin-
erease pressure on Gaddafi.

Yet for now, the no-fly zone option is
NOT seen as having high impact in end-
ing the violence, said the officials.

Officials have noted that the no-fly
zone tactic may be ineffective in part
because Gaddati appears to be using his
planes sparingly in his crackdown on
rebels,

Military experts say the use of jets by
Gaddafi poses less of a threat than the
deployment of attack helicopters, which
can get around flight prohibitions be-
Eﬁ&wﬂmﬂa E«Mmﬁ. todetect.

n' before s talks, the
Obama % had lirtle
nrﬁﬁnﬂma H h.ﬂ....ﬂ.ﬂi intervention in

for zoneinparticular,
VS Defe mun_dﬂw_. bert Gateshas

said that beginning the flights would re-
quire an assault on Libyan air defences,
a step tantamount 1o war.

Obama officials consistently have
warned of the costs and the risks. In
order 1o ground the Libyan air force
and thereby providing air cover for the
rebels US and allied countries’ aircraft
would first attack Libya's anti-aircraft
defences. Freed of the threat of being
shotdown, USand partner planes could
then patrol Libya's air space and down
any planes that became airborne.

The prospect of a no-fly zone has
come to dominate attention even as
the White House has consistently held
jt is just one option that could be used
to try protecting civilians and pressur-
ing Gaddafi to give up power. Obama
says he will not be “hamstrung” by rul-
ing out options but has never publicly
given it the attention in this crisis that
other world leaders have, i
7 mﬁ.ﬁaaamno;umsswﬁ:wﬁ.mmmrﬂ.
ingraged on, Obama’s team weighed the
choices. But the White House said noac-
tion was imminent and set no timeline,

‘We'renotata decision point,” Obama’s
spokesman, Jay Carney, saidasthe White
House sought hard to inject perspective
intoa fast-changing conflict,

_The NATO alliance said it was plan-
ning for any eventuality in the Libyan
crisis, But with Defence Secretary Rob-

ert Gates preparing 1o join a meeting of

alliance defence chiefs to discuss mili-

tary options, there was little sign they

would agree to setupano-flyzone,
The United States held to its right

to show its military might unilaterally,
including potential naval manoeuvres

closer to Libyan shores.

_ BurObama’sadmonition for interna-

tional action, not go-it-alone-force, re-

mainsadriving principle ofanymilitary wupon disembarki
International Airport in Manils, the

intervention. — AP

UAE relief team ready to provide aid

TUNIS — The UAE's relief mission in Ras Gadeer at the Tunisian-Libyan
border has completed preparations 1o provide relief to the refugees fleeing

the carnage in Libya.

The relief camp, with the icipation . i ies i
VAE, will oo e e e Lo hﬁwuoww:mw%nwm
atime. Commander of the UAE mission Abdy] Rahman Ibrahim said that the
relief operations will be carried out in coprdinarion with the Tunisian Red
Crescent. The relief camp has been et up with initiatives from the Shaikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Charity and Humanitasan Foundation, Zayed Bin Sultan
Foundation for Charity and Humanitarin Works and the UAE Red Cres-
cent. Ateam in Turkey has been contracteq o dispatch ships carrying relief

supplics. — Wam
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Anti-government protesters shout slogans while
national flag during a protestin Benghazi.— AFP
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Indiadenies

Indian state. e

The § of Indian involve-
ment nﬁﬂﬂ:gugﬂ chord in
Sri Lanka, because India in the 1970s
and 1980s trained the LTTE and other
Tamil st groups in Tamil Nadu
as partof a strategy to counter US infiu-
encein its tiny neighbour.

“There are no camps of the LTTE in
India as far as we are aware. The LTTE
jgstill a banned organisation and wher-
ever we find their cadres we will arrest
them,” India’s Home Secretary Gopal
pillai told Reuters. — Reuters

Gadaffi forces
strike deeper

FROM PAGE1
Libya had descended into civil war with

increasing numbers of wounded civil-
. ansarrivingin hospitals in the east.

Insurgents also reported an air strike
on Brega, another oil port oo km east of
Ras Lanuf, indicating that Gaddafi loy-
alists had not only halted a westwards
insurgent push in its tracks but were
making inroads into their eastern hin-
terland.

Despiterebelappealstotake theskies
away from Gaddafi’s forces, no quick
action had been expected as NATO
leaders want broader UN endorsement
for political cover. Russiaand China op-

avetoinany UN vote.

Israel accu

SHE

Establishinganoflyzone wouldbean | Mossad seen behind

act of war as it would require knocking
out Libya’s air defence system. It is the
second largest in the Middle East, with
31 major surface-to-air missile sites, the
USintelligence chief said on Thursday.
The EU ministers also urged Gaddafi |
to quit mmediately. 2
At parallel talks, NATO foreign min- |

v —_———

carrying out engineer’s
abduction to sabotage
power plantin Gaza

KIEV.- (UKRAINE). —. The Palestinian
engincer vanished from a Ukrainian

isters discussed imposing a ‘no-fly’ | trainin the middle of the nigh.

zone over Libyato stop the government
using jets and helicopters against the
outgunned rebels, who seized a string
of cities east and west of Tripoli early
in the three-week-old war to end Gad-
dafi’s 41 years of iron-fisted rule.

But NATO Secretary-General Anders
Fogh Rasmussen said thiscould happen
only with a demonstrable need, a clear
legal basis and firm regional support,
notall of which nowapply.

EU diplomats explained that a legal

basis would require evidence of war |

crimes by Gaddafi’s forces against civil
ians, of which there are unconfirmed
reports but no documented evidence.
Rasmussen also saw the risk of Libya
becoming @ divided, failed state that
could become a haven for terrorists.

“We strongly urge the government |

of Libya to stop violence and allow a
peaceful transition to democracy,” he
said.

Insurgents also reported an air strike
on Brega, another oil port gokm east of
Ras Lanuf, indicating that Gaddafi loy-
alists had not only halted a westwards
insurgent push in its tracks but we
making inroads into their eastern hi
terland. Despite rebel appeals to tal
the skies away from Gaddafi's {
no quick action had been expect:
NATO leaders want broader UN

dorsement for political cover. Russ
and China oppose such intervention
and would have a veto in any United N
ations Yote.

Establishinganoflyzone would
act of war as it require k
out Libya’s air defence system, It js the
second largest in the Middle East, wir
3 H&o.ﬁ%&?@ﬁ.&% sites, the
United States intelligence chief said o
Thursday. — Reufers
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Now, authorities are trying to verify
his wife’s claims that he is being held
in prison by the Isracli secret service,

| whom she accuses of kidnapping the
| man twoweeks ago.

Dirar Abu Sisi, 42, went missing “un
derunknowncircumstances” intheear-

ly hours of Feb. 19 after boarding a train
in the eastern city of Kharkiv bound

GCC AID PROGRAMME

Oman’s Foreign Minister Youssef bin Alawi bin Abdu
meeting in Riyadh on Thursday. The GCC countriesh
minister announced on Thursday.— Reufers

ager. “I don’t suspect it, I amn sure of
it,” Abu Sisi told the AP in a telephone
iew, “My husband was the heart
only electric station in Gaza, or
its brain. It’s a strategic object
nd they wanted to disableit.”

She denied specvlation that:her
husband may be wanted by Isracl asa

lnguni-Hamas sympathiser, saying bo-

had/never ‘engaged in politics-or shy
violent groups. :

In Gaza, fellow exgineers and neigh-
bors described Abu Sisi asa Hamas sun-

he deputy head of
electric power stationand postsare tr;
ditionally staffed by Hamas loyalists.

Abu Sisi, a Jordan native and father
of six, was in Ukraine trying toapply for
citizenship after spending 12 years in

hinir, - the Gaza Strip.

| Mossad carried

| order to sabotage a
plant in the Hama ]
Strip where he worked as a senior man-

made $

T

i

cruiser, one of the latest
he seaside rown of Bosasso,
ffs on a cigarette. ]
- t an easy job being a pirate.
You gamble with your life, _E”_"ana_ﬁ_‘
being a piracy rycoon,” says slim
uq.w,nﬁ..mn, Mwamwnn in a sharp suit he
says is Iralian. GE _
“The piracy business is like a presi-
dential seat, youdon’t wanttogive itup
once youtaste its sweetness. A friend of
mine died in the recent navy operation

| —but he left one million dollars!” Yare

St. Patrick’s

true Irish style with naturally,

Irish beef

~vice on since Feb 19. He is being kept

The Isracli group HaMoked,
defends the rights of Palestin
Abu Sisi has been held in an Israe

Shikma detention center ours)
coastal city of Ashkelon, the grou

Israel’s prison service said it
information on the case, The intermal

Yare said he made $2.4 million in
2010: $1 lion for investing in the
d to the hijacking of the
1 Asian Glory, another

Saudi tanker Al Nisr Al

. "I earned more cash after investing
In tWo operations and personally par-
ucipating in a separate hijacking, al
were successful,” he said. “I spent some
of the cash op weapens, private body-
w:u_dm.. _E:__J_ cars, trucks, a boat ang
three villas, And 1 still have enough o
useuntil another ship is hijacked.”
Armed pirate gangs have made mj.

Day in

llah performs a ritualwith incense after arriving for
ave set up an aid programme worth $10 billion each

sed of abducting
mﬁ Palestinian man in Ukraine

pose such intervention and would have _

INTERNATIONAL

security service, the Shin Bet, declined
comment, citing a gag order.

Veronika Abu Sisi said her husband

r the phone about a week
ged kidnapping that he was
ir His lawyer later told her that
he was in custody in an Israeli prison.

She szid the family decided to rerum
to-Ukraine after life in;the.Gaza Strip
became unsafe for their thrée daugh-
ters and three sons and Abu Sisi flew
te Ukraine to apply for citizenship in
Jenuary.

In mid-February, after submitting all
he paperwork, he was told by Ukrai-
iian authorities to report to a govern-
ment agency in Kharkiv, which was pro-
cessing his case.

After he trned up, government
workers briefly seized his passport,
then gave it back ro him, saying it was a
routine check, Abu Sisi said.

Relieved, the engineer on Feb. 18

- boarded a 10:55 pm overnight train to
he Kievrtomeet his brother who was flying
the in from Amsterdam, but the reunion
aid. never took place.

Veronika Abu Sisi said she was told
by Ukrainian police officials that two

the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
for Bahrain and Oman, Bahrain’s forcign

unknown men boarded her husband's

train car near the central Ukrainian city |

of Poltava several hours after departure
and escorted him out.

“I am in shock,” said Abu Sisi, a vio-
lin teacher, who converted to Islam to
marry her husband who had come to
Ukraine to study as part of an exchange
PrOgramme, -« ... . y

“I don't know what to tell my kids
about where their father is — he wasn’t
killed by a bomb, he disappeared froma
train in a democratic country!” — AP

Gt

My husband was

the heart of the only
electric station in
Gaza, or rather its
brain. It’s a strategic
object and they
wanted to disable it

mittee’s approach in this particular
subjectis contrary to Americanvalues,”
Ellison said.
Salman Hamdani, a z3-year-0
, | paramedic who died in the attacks on
the World Trade Centre on mber
11,2001, in his effort to show that Mus-
lims were part of the broad tapestry of
loyal and patriotic Americans,

But his composure wavered as he
began to tell story of Hamdani, who in
his youth “wanted to be seen as an all-
Americankid.”

“He was one of those brave first re-
sponders who tragically lost his life in
911 terrorist attacks almost a decade
ﬁa a weeping Ellison said, but in the

rmath of the attacks, rumours were
spread that Hamdani had been in collu-
sion with the artackers.

“His life should not be identified as
just a member of an ethnic group or
just a member of a religion, but as an
American who gave everything for his
fellow Americans.” Ellison, choking
on tears and at times burying his face
in his statement, finished his testimony
and quickly rushed out of the room, as
a somber King and other committee
| memberslooked on.— AFP

Man survives
attack by
4-metre croc

sYDNEY — An Australian fisher-
man was recovering in hospital on
Thursday after surviving a terrify-
Hm attack by a four-metre (13-feer)
_ twater crocodile, police said.. i
| ‘Police said the man was fishingat
a creek in northern Queen on .
Wednesdaywhen the croclunged at
him and tried to drag him in, buthe
managed to grab onto mangroves
growing on the bank. The 28-year-
old, named in reports as mine work-
er Todd Bairstow, screamed for
and his friend at a nearby pub
to the rescue, whacking the
croc with a tree branch until it let
go, locals said.

“The man was fishing with a
lure and he was casting a lure
out into the water when the croc
| | came up from under the water
| | and snapped at his hand,” local re-
sort manager Greg Shean told The
| Cairns Post. —AFP i

vast expanse of the Indian Ocean, as
far south as the Seychelles islands and
eastwards towards India,

vare abandoned a lucrative trade
in khat, a sure-fire route to amassing
riches in the Homn of Africa country,

- when he saw former fishermen getting

evenricher by piracy.

He befriended a pirate who advised
him to “invest” $80,000 to help carry
out a hijacking and expect a 50 per cent
rerurn of $120,000 once ransom was
paid. “I got inspired to be a pure pirate
in 2009, First, I set off into the sea with
them and captured a Saudi oil tanker
thar made us lick our fingers — a hell of
alotof cash!” Yarewas thrustintohis fa-

ther’s trade of fishing at the age of nine
and was expected to contribute to the
family’s income by the time he became
arteenager. He took up selling khat after
saving enough to import a batch of the
stimulant from neighbouring Kenya.

But even returns as high as 300 per
cent from selling the mild narcotic
were not enough for the ambitious
young man. He turned to piracy to fuel
aflashy lifestyle.

The gangs have an agreed formula for
splitting their loot — hijackers receive
5O per cent, investors get 35 per cent,
and guards on the ship get the remain-
ing 15 per cent, Yare said the pirates’
objective was purely money, not to tor-
rure or kill their hostages. The shooting

2.4mfrom ransoms in 2010: Somali pirate

- lions of dollars striking at ships in the

of four Americans when special forces
tried to rescue them was because those
holding them were pushed to the wall,
he said. However, Yare issued a chilling
warning for crews of any South Korean
and Russian ships that are captured.
South Korea's navy rescued a South
Korean chemical ship hijacked by So-
mali buccaneers in the Ambian Sea,
capturing five pirates and killing eight.
In a separate incident, Russian forces
cut 10 pirates adrift without navigation
equipment or much hope of survival af-
ter they stormed a tanker the gang was
holding. “The South Korean and Rus-
sian rescue operations did not affect
us, but ... we must take revenge,” Yare
said. — Reuters




