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First, he Invited all Libyan Jews who were forced 1o
fiee alier the 1967 Arab-lsrael war back to Libya —
which he called their count
also 1o visit. Second, he said
2 1970 law providing ¢
Jews who lelt p
been ¢xproprial

1o Lry them be

he D 1, ¢ h matters) and lse
the Democrats, ©

¢ won't do anything 10
oy him, We want

P‘l Israe), made
d

— not only 10 live, bwt
¢ would scon implement

ensation (o ltalians and
n Libya, much o which bas
. Third, he said Libya would soon
host & sonference in Tripoli for representatives of the,
faithg, sn invitation, he add-
ed, that would be extended also 10 Jews corng [rom
Tsraol, "There will be no limitations,” he sald, And
ol s permil ﬁmﬁ IO?iél;b)'gns 10
make & 1oligiovs pilgrimage (o Mushim holy sues in
Jerusalem,

He was speaking in his ten
Bab el Aziziya barracks,
deranation of Is
who blow up bulldings such a
Center and assassinalé
cent civilians “mad

three major monotheistic

finally, he said he would

o emmmams 5

tched in the center of
issved a strong ¢on-
c fundamenialists, calling +hm

t officials and inno-
* and “istrorisys,” words he
once reserved for Amenicans and their allics, He insist
ed that he was now
Algeria and his M

In sdditlen, he mode the following prints:
w He insinted that Libva had ¢l

the impasse on the °
li‘b)'r'& good faith
such s its pro-

seems almed at clreumventing
Lockerbie alfalr by demonsiraung
in resolving other problematic issues,
uagied hostili

Colone! Gadhafi hint=
that he harbored ne ill will to

int>A as much himsell, Stressing
i ward Jews, he sald that
th i1s own Jews, oaly $ix
I live n Libya, and with all people ot the
g U Juwy vl Tarach, wlich
ne. “Were it nol for the

Tt

these mujer faitha, incledi

comps that the  he refarred 1o as Palesti

West has sll+324 aré torronisi-training facilities, and he
Invited 1oN inspectors to come and wigit any site they
suspect of such activity,
¢ He eapressed concam about the proliferation of
nuclear weapons, parucularly after the coliapse of the
Soviet Unicn, and vowed that Libya would never use
such weapons of mass destivetion t%ainsl Isracl,
¢ He explwned (hat Libya had refused 1o sign the
cohivention banning chemucal weapons in solidarity
with Egypt, which has refused 1o sign the ¢oavention
of 10 permit chemical inspections until lsraei Opens its
doors 16 {utermauonal inspection of its nuciear
i Tacilities,
® He said thal the UN embargo against hus country
had saused serious damage and had resulted in the
dJeaths of some 157 Libyans, “virtually the same num-
ber who died in the Pan Am flight" he added. (A 101al
of 270 people, 11 on the ground, died when Pan Am
Flight 103 was blown out of the sky.)
ut he vowed that he would no( alier his stance on
the ate of the \wo Libyans indieted in the United
Statesin the bombing, ¢ven Uf (he price were a continu-
ation of the sanctions, or their extension 1o oil, which
accounts for alrmost all of Libya's income. “"Libya
lived for §,000 years without oil,” he said, “It's the
Evropeans who cannot live without Libyan ¢il"
Colonel Gadhafj appeared tlred and 1osiy soimber,
His dark sy2s were pully and ringed by largs circles,

Known for his eclectic alflre and sometimes wnpre- .

| dictable behavior, be remained seated and rather se-

| date. He worc & Libyan robe, a gray ¢loak irimmed in
old brocade, and a cashmere scarf around his neck.

Speaking in Arabic, he occasionally interrupted s

translator 1o ensure that his meaning was clear and

that his words were not mistranslated.

*The interview, ¢oupled with discussions with and
clarifications f[rom Libyan officials, constitwies what
Western diplomats called a distinct departure from
the tone and substance of major aspects of Lioyan
policy. The diplomats aiso characierized the reaching
out 1o Libyan and othér Jéws as a surprising shift in
the colonel's atdtude., :

Theinterview is the most dramatic reflection o date

, of the colonel's sense of isolation; which has resulied

{totn the embargo and the cutolf of international alr

travel 10 Libya,

Libyan officials stressed that the colonel's remarks
do not constitute recognition of Israel, nor should the
be seen as an inlention 10 open negotiations wit
Isracl, Bul taken togethet, they border on de facto
recogn.itéon of Mlhc state m:i} the hbfa.n regime ht;}

said would eventually disappear irom the ma
mdmt. (t remains to be seen, however, whether
the Libyan icader will follow through on his pledges.

Colonel Gadhali rescrved his most effusive remarks
for President Clinton and (he Democratic admirstra-
tion. “We were happy sbout Bill Clinton's suceess,” he
said. "We will not create any probiems for him, We
consider him the savior of the new world, the Unied
States and the Western world.™

Libya, he said, had always preferred Democrats to
Iltu?u licans, since “they represent Indians, minonities
the disenfranchised people in the United St

"George Bush was Reagan's vice PM"“‘“-“

previem of Faiestine,” he swd, 1 would Bs the Iirst 10
defend the Jews of the world."

By contrast, he assailed Islamic muiitants for what
he calied their misuse of religion to schieve politieal
RIME,

“Religious parties are thibiled in lslegn,” he suid.
“1[ these people are In Libya, they will be arresied.
They are very dangerous, They cali anyone who dis-
?IE:w with them infidels. They don't sccept dinlcgue.

hey Kili policemen and imams alike, thinking that
ghc;: 1l get to paradise by doing so. They are mad

vor aides 10 Colonel Gadhafl denied that the
initiatives 1o Jews were 2 eynical ploy aimed at per-
suading the United Nations o lif\ sanctions,
Suleiman Shueni, undersecretary for the Maghred
Union, said Libya had long maintained thar Jews sho
{led were Libyan citizens, and therefore. had ajways
been cntitled 10 retwn or vint, However, no one had
done 30 until Pebruary, when Raffacllo Fellah, presi-
dent of the Association of the Jews of Libya and now
an lalian citizen, came to Tripoli fo7 an unpublicized
meeting with Colone! Gadhalf),
hMr. unﬁelspigl thei%uhz{ ? conlerence among e
three majon 1eligions anc an {6 k6L 0N CoMpensa.
tion forsll.ib}'m lews and ltnl?a.ns were agreed upon at
tha{ meetirng. Since then, Libyan officials and M.
Fellah have been working oul the detaiiy of both
agreemenls in prneiple. ; ;
Mr. Pellah, who wisited Libya again this werek. said

2

that 3,000 10 4,000 Libyan Jews, most of them now in
lsracl and Italy, had left p v behind, and would
be entitled 1o millions of dollars in compensation.

The corfcrence will be sponsored by the Rome-
based Triologue Associatior, an in ent group
favoring improved relations among Medilerrancan
opuniries, :ﬁkh is headed by the 1lalian $édator and
former grime minister Giulio Andreotti. 1t is 10 be
held in Tripoli, probably in June ¢r July. :

Asked .-.mﬁﬁcalls< whelher Israeli citizens wouid be
among those invited, Colonel Gadhafi rm'ld. “There
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“These seams lite doubt that Colooel Gadbafiis
disturbed by Libya's isciation and the effects of the
sanctions, which have made the normally chastic
Libyan econotny even more so. R e e
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