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- No country for
- an old tyrant

: Gaddafi should not be offered internal exile in Libya

On March 17, the UN authorised
an international coalition to take
all steps necessary to protect Lib-
van civilians from the brutality of
their tyrannical ruler, Muammer
Gaddafi. Yet while the western-led
intervention has to some extent
curbed the colonel’s aggression, it
has not forced his regime to crum-
ble. As the conflict drags on, and
Ramadan and the French presiden-
tial election season loom, coalition
officials are searching for ways to
break the deadlock.

One proposal is that Col Gaddafi
could be offered internal exile in
Libya if he promised to abdicate
all military and political power.
This is a bad idea. It is not obvious
that such a solution would offer
Col Gaddafi any security: as his
Egyptian  counterpart, Hosni
Mubarak, found, internal exile
leads via house arrest to the
courts. Given this risk, and Col
Gaddafi's record, there is no rea-
son to believe he would keep his
word. Leaving him in Libya as the
next regime, which will initially
be weak, struggles to build a state
from scratch, would be an unac-
ceptable risk.

That is not to say that the coali-
tion should shun non-military
ways of prising Cel Gaddah from
power. His exit is the key precondi-
tion for a resolution of the Libyan
conflict. And given the regime's
military superiority over the
rebels, and the fact that the coali-
tion has neither the mandate nor
the appetite to use ground forces

in Libya, it could be some time
before Col Gaddafi is defeated on
the battlefield. If a deal can be
brokered that is acceptable to the
rebels’ Transitional National Coun-
cil and relieves the threat to civil-
ians, it should be welcomed. Were
Col Gaddafi to run for it, the coali-
tion need not stand in his way.

Col Gaddafi has sworn to die at
his post, however. He is unlikely to
give up unless forced, Therefore, it
is crucial that the coalition main-
tains the military pressure on his
regime, His forces must be suffi-
ciently degraded that he realises
that he has no chance of military
victory. And sanctions must be
made to bite. It is reasonable for
the coalition to consider reducing
operations during Ramadan, which
runs for 30 days from August 1.
But if the regime uses this lull to
attack civilians, the coalition
should not shy from striking back.

While continuing with its mili-
tary campaign, the cealition must
plan for the reconstruction of
Libya once it is finally liberated
from Col Gaddafi. To avoid an
alien system being foisted on an
unwilling country, the TNC must
take the lead, But given the scale
of the task - 42 vears of personal
rule have caused most civic insti-
tutions to wither - western help
will be crucial in providing the
logistics for basic services.

Col Gaddalfi's eventual departure
will be a triumph for Libya's citi-
zens, But it will also pose a serious
challenge.
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Murdoch’s reverses

Scandal has induced humility in the media tycoon

While it is too soon to tell what
this week's events portend for the
future of Rupert Murdoch's media
empire,.the tycoon has been hum
bled and damaged by them,

On a dailv - and sometimes
hourly - basis, Mr Murdoch has
been forced to reverse apparently
inflexible positions. News Corp has
dropped its bid for BSkyB; and Mr
Murdoch has suddenly found time
in his diary to appear before a
House of Commons select commit-
tee to answer guestions about the
affair. On Friday, his chiel British
lieutenant, Rebekah = Brooks,
resigned. When Mr Murdoch
arrived in London a week ago, he
said that protecting her was his
chief concern.

While perhaps unfamiliar terri-
tory for Mr Murdoch, these revers-
als were merited. This was espe-
cially true in the case of Ms Brooks.
The only surprise about her resig-
nation was that it was so long in
coming. Politicians have certainly
shaken off their past reticence
about challenging Mr Murdoch.
This is welcome. One of the trou-
bling aspects about the hacking
affair was the extent to which poli-
ficians seemed cowed by him, even
to the point of fighting shy from
investigating alleged criminality.

But while the emergence of a
more robust and less deferential
relationship is to be welcomed, it
must not spill over into vengeance-
taking. There is a sense that some
MPs would like to get their own
back on the industry that exposed

the expenses scandal two years
agn. This should be curbed, espe-
cially as parliament may be called
on to reform media regulation

The hacking affair and the

BSkyB bid have exposed de
cies in th

investigative journalism - already
under strain from shrunken budg-
ets and widening legal restrictions
on free expression. The hacking
scandal, it should be recalled, was
uncovered not by parliament but
by a newspaper.

But while the powerful should be
fair game, the weak must be pro-
tected. Statutory media regulation
is a step too far, but the Press
Complaints Commission should be
replaced by a body with teeth
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offering an apology for hacking
While overdue, this show of humil.
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There is no denying the Chinese
enthusiasm for western  theatre,
Shakespeare’s works have long
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the Royal Shakespeare Company.
Yet it s still a bold decision to
foist a frothy rhinestoned comedy
on a country once more used lo
being subjected to revolutionary
epics and government-sanctioned
operas.

The producer had problems
translating the songs into a tonal
language. At one point, “subver-
sive” became “counter-revolution-
ary” - a bit of a faux pas so soon
after the Communist party of
China's 90th anniversary. But the
production has been cleaned up
and now includes Shanghai slang,
Mongolian folk dancing and a
special Twisting Yanko dance.

So far, the show has had a glow-
ing welcome. We are familiar with
China adopting western luxury
products such as fast cars, premier
whiskey and “man bags”. Chinese
consumers are clearly willing to
embrace a strikingly gaudy facet
of western culture as well. Judging
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tightening or tightening of banking
regulation - both to an excessive
increase of public debt and to an
excessive current account deficit.
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